
  

MORE THAN JUST A RAILWAY BOOK … 

… 

… THE STUDY OF A SMOKESTACK INDUSTRY AT A 

LOCATION WHERE YOU MIGHT LEAST EXPECT IT 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For most of the 20th century barely seven or eight miles separated the dreaming spires 
of Oxford from the smoking chimneys of cement works, first at Kirtlington and then at 
Shipton-on-Cherwell. The book does cover in detail the locomotives and rolling stock 
used at the Shipton works, but it is also an account of the industry itself. Indeed, the 
Kirtlington works did not even have a rail connection, instead being served by canal. The 
book explains what portland cement is, how it is made and why the mineral deposits in 
this area of Oxfordshire were well suited to its manufacture. The development of the 
Oxford Portland Cement Company, the move from Kirtlington to Shipton-on-Cherwell 
and the subsequent changes of ownership are chronicled. The book concludes with the 
demise of the Shipton works in the 1980s after plans to modernise the plant and extend 
the quarries had come to nothing (in part because British Rail were not interested in 
taking extra rail traffic). Hard cover, ISBN 95781912995141, 204 pages, 
numerous photos and maps.  

£30 + p&p (£26 for Industrial Railway Society members).  
Order online at https//irsshop.co.uk/oxfordcement or scan the QR code. 
Alternatively complete the details below and send this form to:   
Mr S. Geeson, 24 Dulverton Road, Melton Mowbray, Leics LE13 0SF 

NAME       : ________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS   :________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________    POSTCODE:_____________ 

QUANTITY:_______    TOTAL PAYMENT ____________________ 

ADD Postage & Packing UK @ 20%, min £3, max £6.00, over £60 POST FREE 
  Overseas @ 40%, minimum £10 Europe, £28 rest of the world 

Please pay by one of: 

• Cheque/PO payable to Industrial Railway Society (UK banks only)  

• Paypal to treasurer@irsociety.co.uk  

• BACS to sort code 30-65-22, account no. 80782968, BIC: LOYDGB21678; 
IBAN: GB48 LOYD 30652280782968 

THE OXFORD PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY LIMITED 
situated at 

KIRTLINGTON & SHIPTON-ON-CHERWELL  

CEMENT WORKS 

by COLIN JUDGE and CHRIS DOWN 

https://www.irsshop.co.uk/oxfordcement
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